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play by the rules do not have to raise their
children in poverty.

The last time we raised the minimum wage,
we said it would help working families and not
cost jobs. We have been proven correct. Since
I signed that law, wages for all Americans are
rising again. Our economy is the strongest in
a generation, with more than 16.7 million new

jobs since the beginning of this administration.
Inflation is down, and unemployment has
dropped to its lowest level in 28 years.

We value working families, and that is why
we should raise the value of the minimum wage.
I will continue the fight in Congress to do just
that.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Cyprus
September 22, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report on
progress toward a negotiated settlement of the
Cyprus question covering the period June 1 to
July 31, 1998. The previous submission covered
events during April to May 1998.

Landings of combat aircraft on Cyprus by
Greece and Turkey in mid-July escalated ten-
sions in the region and complicated efforts to
reach a bizonal, bicommunal settlement on the
island. Despite this, we intensified our efforts
to restart the negotiating process. United States
representatives underscored my concern with
the leaders of both Cypriot communities as well
as Greek and Turkish officials and urged all
parties to concentrate on ways to take those

steps that will lead to solving the Cyprus prob-
lem.

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan
issued two reports on the U.N. Peacekeeping
Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP) and the U.N.
Mission of Good Offices in Cyprus (copies en-
closed). Thereafter, the U.N. Security Council
adopted two resolutions, one renewing the
UNFICYP mandate for a 6-month period and
another endorsing the Secretary-General’s Good
Offices Mission (copies enclosed).

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Remarks at a Reception for African-American Religious Leaders
September 22, 1998

The President. Thank you very much. The
Scripture says it’s more blessed to give than
to receive. I was sitting here thinking, in this
case, I wish I were on the giving rather than
the receiving end. It is difficult to absorb the
depth and breadth of what I have heard and
what you have given to me through the words
of Reverend King and through your expression,
and I thank you.

I thank you also for what you have given
to our country. I thank the Members of Con-
gress and the administration, the educators, the

ministers, the Ambassadors, all of you who are
here, and our friends from South Africa.

Hillary and I are delighted to have President
Mandela and Graca here. We thank you, Graca,
for your concern for the children who have been
made victims of war by being impressed into
combat as children and the scars they bear from
it. And we thank you, Mr. President, for being
the person we’d all like to be on our best day.

I would like you all to think for a few mo-
ments, before I bring President Mandela on,
not about the terrible unjust sacrifice of his 27
years in prison but about what he’s done with
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